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Skellig – Pre Reading tasks
Look at the book cover on the front of your booklet and answer the following questions.

Describe the picture on the cover.

What do you think the title of the book means?

Why do you think the cover includes information about the awards that the book has won?

What do you think this book is going to be about?

Do you think you are going to enjoy this book? Give reasons for your answer.

Read the first three paragraphs of the book and discuss the following questions.

1. What have you found out about the narrator? Try and think of at least three things.

2. How would you describe the garage? Think of some interesting words that would convey the state of the garage to the reader.

3. What do you think the narrator has found in the garage? What are the other possibilities?

4. What is the book going to be about? Remember it can be about more than one topic. What clues are we given in the first three chapters.

5. Do you think you are going to like or dislike this book?
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Chapter Three

What possible explanations are there for the "man" Michael finds in the garage?

· A tramp 

· A burglar 

· A ghost of the man who died in the house 

· A vision 

· A figment of Michael's imagination 

· A dream

Which is the most likely? Give reasons for your answer.
Find quotations from the chapter to support your response.

Creative Writing Task

Imagine you are Michael. Write about your next encounter with the "man" in the garage. Your description should include paragraphs on the following:

· A description of the garage - remember to try and create a spooky atmosphere. Remember to describe the sights, sounds, smells and things you touch e.g. cobwebs. Look again at David Almond's description: 

"Something little and black scuttled across the floor. The door creaked and cracked for a moment before it was still. Dust poured through the torch beam. Something scratched and scratched in a corner. I tiptoed further in and felt spider webs breaking on my brow. Everything was packed in tight - ancient furniture, kitchen units, rolled-up carpets, pipes and crates and planks."

· A description of the "man" - what does he look like? What is he doing? 

· A conversation between the two characters - revise how to set out speech. Convey Michael's feelings about his discovery. 

· An explanation - why is this "man" in Michael's derelict garage. Perhaps the "man" won't explain his presence.

Once you have written your piece read chapter four. How does your version compare with the writer's version? What are the similarities? What are the differences?

Write down your opinions below.

Chapter questions

Chapter 2
A. Find definitions of the following words in a dictionary and write them down:

cable:





scattered:
mortar:





scuttling:
sagging:





bluebottles:
rusty:

lino

bulldozed:

lurched:

wilderness:

B. How does Michael’s mum behave towards him? What do the words ‘flaming baby’ suggest to you?

C. What is meant by “the wilderness we called a garden”?

Chapter 3
1. How does Michael’s mum talk to him at the start of the chapter?

2. How does the creature talk to Michael?

Chapter 4

“Her face was dead white and her hair was dead black.” (p.10)

What are the effects of these words?
Chapter 5
Write Michael’s diary entry. Consider the following:

· The new house

· The new baby and his parents’ reactions to him

· The creature in the garage

· The day at school

Chapter 6

Predict what might happen next

Chapter 7

Write a brief description of the creature. Consider the following:
· What he looks like.

· What he does/ eats.

· What he says.

Draw a picture of him in the garage using the description in the book on the next page.
Picture of the creature
Chapter 8
Find the following in the chapter and, in your own words, explain what they mean:

moaning:

swigged:

famished:

ample:

Chapter 9

What is Michael’s first impression of Mina? What are you supposed to think of her?

Chapter 10
Draw a cartoon strip of Michael’s dream below. 

What do you think Michael can feel on the creature’s back?

Summarise what happens in the garage.

Why do you think that the blackbirds are mentioned so many times in this chapter?

Chapter 11

Brainstorm arguments for and against the statement whether we have evolved from apes. Be prepared to discuss in class.

Does anyone know why we have shoulder blades? Perhaps ask your science teacher!

What does the class think the teacher’s mother told him about them?

Chapter 12

What words or phrases tell you that Michael’s parents are very worried about the baby? Try to find at least 5 examples – at least one from each page.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Chapter 13

What does Mina show Michael? 
What are your impressions of her now?

Chapter 14

How has Michael’s awareness of nature changed?
Chapter 15 
Fill in the diagrams below.

Education at school

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	


Education at home

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	
	


Chapter 16
Write your own definitions for the following words:

slurped:

nectars:

figment:

belched:

retched:

Chapter 17
Read the poem on the next page and prepare a group dramatisation of the poem.

The Tiger

Poem lyrics of The Tiger by William Blake. 

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright 
In the forests of the night 
What immortal hand or eye 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

In what distant deeps or skies 
Burnt the fire of thine eyes? 
On what wings dare he aspire? 
What the hand dare seize the fire? 

And What shoulder, and what art, 
Could twist the sinews of thy heart? 
And when thy heart began to beat, 
What dread hand? and what dread feet? 

What the hammer? what the chain? 
In what furnace was thy brain? 
What the anvil? what dread grasp 
Dare its deadly terrors clasp? 

When the stars threw down their spears, 
And watered heaven with their tears, 
Did he smile his work to see? 
Did he who made the lamb make thee? 

Tyger! Tyger! burning bright 
In the forests of the night, 
What immortal hand or eye 
Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? 

Chapter 18
1. Who had telephoned?
2. What had Mina taught Michael?

3. What did the baby do when Michael put her on his knee?

4. How long did the doctor say that the baby would have to stay in hospital?

5. Where did Michael go next?

6. What advice did the lady give Michael about Arthritis?

7. Describe a few of the people on the ward in your own words.

8. How does Michael prepare for his visit to the garage?

Chapter 20

Describe how tension is created on page 59.

What is Mina’s reaction to the creature?

Chapter 21

In groups of three, act out what you think is going to happen next with the two children and the creature.

Chapter 22
Why do you think the creature is so light?

What do you think will happen to him?
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Throughout the book many comparisons are made between Mina's education and Michael's education. This theme is highlighted in chapter 23.
In groups, look back over what you have read so far. Copy out the chart into your exercise book and fill in the missing spaces.

	Character's name
	Page No.
	Description of incident
	What are they learning?
	Quote to support
	Positive or negative view?

	Michael
	11
	He is told to behave in a certain way. He describes his day at school and how all the teachers teach in a different way.
	To conform and do as they are told. They learn about fractions and about the story of Icarus. That teachers teach in lots of different ways.
	"Miss Clarts got tears in her eyes when she told us the story of Icarus.."
	Both positive and negative.

	Mina
	19
	She is up in a tree and is drawing pictures of birds.
	To look at the world around her more closely.
	 
	 

	 
	27
	 
	About man's earliest descendants
	 
	 

	Mina
	40
	 
	 
	“How can a bird that is born for joy/sit in a cage and sing?”
	 


Look for more examples on page 56, 68 and 84 and add these to your chart.
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Read chapter 23 and 24
Imagine a meeting between Mina and Michael the day after the events in chapter 24. Write their conversation. They will be discussing the events of the previous evening. You will have to think of an appropriate setting and show the different characters' attitudes, concerns and feelings towards Skellig. You will also want to convey what you know about the characters' personalities e.g. Michael is rather quiet and Mina is quite confident. Set it out as a script using the guidelines below.

Setting (It is mid morning. Michael has not gone to school again and is tidying up the garden. He is in his old clothes with a large pair of gloves on. He is very hot and is surrounded by the weeds he has pulled out. Mina calls to him over the garden fence)

MINA:   (Shouting) Hey, Michael, how come you didn't go to school today?
MICHAEL:   (Continuing to pull weeds out) I couldn't be bothered.
MINA:   That homework didn't put you off?
MICHAEL:   No I was just a bit tired after last night.
Remember to:

· Put characters' names in margin, in capitals and follow name with a colon. 

· Say how the words should be spoken in brackets 

· Describe any stage directions in brackets 

· Punctuate the end of sentences 

· Do not use speech marks

Your script should be at least 250 words long. When you have finished writing it pair up with another person and prepare a performance of the conversation.

 Chapter 26

Why do Leakey and Coot laugh?
Chapter 27:

What’s Michael’s relationship with his friends like? 

Why do you think they are all behaving like this?

Chapter 28 & 29

Fill in the differences between Mina and Coot and Leakey.

	Mina
	Coot and Leakey

	1.

2.

3.

4.


	


Chapter 30

Make a list of all the objects or creatures that belong to nature and the natural world and the words that suggest man made things.

	Nature
	Man made things

	
	


Chapter 31

Make a list of everything that Mina and Michael hear (p.92 - 93). 

Why do you think that Michael is now more aware of his surroundings?
Chapter 32

Why do you think that the doctor didn’t believe Myers?

Do you think Skellig is a figment of Michaels’ imagination?

Chapter 33 & 34

Discussion:  Which type of education do you prefer?


         What do you think will happen next?

Chapter 35

Why is Michael able to draw like this now?
What do you think is going to happen to the baby?

Chapter 36

What are Michael’s fears and worries?

Chapter 37

What Michael’s relationship with his father like?
Look back to the start of the book. How has Michael changed?

Chapter 38

What do you think has just happened?

Chapter 39 & 40

Do you believe that people really do have ‘a sixth sense’ about loved ones?

Have you ever experienced it? Have you ever heard any stories about it?

What do you think his father means at the end of chapter 40?

Chapter 41

Design and write the ‘get well’ card that Michael sends to his baby sister.

Chapter 42

Use this page to write the story of what happens next to Skellig.
Chapter 45 & 46
How do you think Michael’s life has changed during the course of the novel?
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Task:
Write a letter to the Headteacher persuading him to buy another class set of the book "Skellig".

Content:
Remember that your letter should be set out as a letter and in paragraphs. Start a new paragraph for each part of your argument.

1. The purpose of your letter. Give title of book and author.

2. What the book is about - a brief summary of the story. What qualifies you to write the letter?
3. Describe favourite part of book and include a quotation to support what you are saying.

4. Give some information about the author and his other successes.

5. Discuss the characters. Include quotations. How are they like you? Mention things such as age, sex, situation.

6. Themes of the book. Life, death, friendship, families, coping with difficulties, we are not alone.

7. What other people have said about the book:

Other English teachers
General assistants
Other pupils 
"The Times" newspaper
Chairman of the Whitbread judges 

8. Awards and price.

9. How well written it is - include quotations and how different it is to other books you might have read.

Methods of persuasion

Try and think about the ways you persuade your parents/friends when you want something or when you want to do something. It will be important to include these methods in your letter in order to persuade the Head teacher to do what you want. Therefore in your letter you should:

· Flatter the Head teacher - say how wonderful he is and how intelligent he is and assume that he will make the right decision about this matter.

· Exaggerate - exaggerate how good the book is and how much you enjoyed it - don't go too over the top as this would not be convincing.

· Repeat your demands - through out the letter remind the Head teacher what it is you want him to do.

· Other people have - twist the truth a little and claim that other schools are using the book.

· Rhetorical questions - "Should pupils at Brimsham be denied this wonderful opportunity?"

· Cheap - try and make the cost of the book sound excellent value.

Tone

Remember that you are writing to the head teacher and therefore it is important that you keep your tone formal. Be respectful and avoid using slang or abbreviations.

You should lay out your letter as shown in the example below:

Your Road          
Your Town          
Your County          
Your Post Code          

  Today’s date in full          

The Head teacher
School Name
Town
County
Post Code

Dear Mr. ..................,

I am writing to you about the book "Skellig" by David Almond that I have recently finished reading in my English lesson I have always believed you to be a wise and thoughtful person who, I am sure, will make the right decision regarding this matter.
Yours sincerely,



Criterion C  Writing - Message and Organisation: 




__ / 8

	Skills
	not satisfactory

1 - 2
	needs improvement

3 - 4
	good

5 - 6
	very good

7 - 8

	Expression of basic ideas 
(purpose of the letter, content of the book, information about author, awards)
	
	
	
	

	Expression of complex ideas

(favourite part, characters, themes)
	
	
	
	

	Justification of opinions and quotations 

	
	
	
	

	Use of paragraphs
	
	
	
	

	Clarity and coherence (Is your letter logically organised and clear?)
	
	
	
	

	Layout (addresses in the right place, date, Dear…, Yours sincerely)
	
	
	
	

	Word count 

(250 – 400)
	
	
	
	


Comment:

Criterion D: Writing - Style and Language Use: 




__ / 8

	Skills
	not satisfactory

1 - 2
	needs improvement

3 - 4
	good

5 - 6
	very good

7 - 8

	Variety in vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	Accurate grammar
	
	
	
	

	Correct spelling


	
	
	
	

	Correct punctuation
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate style/ register

( formal) 
	
	
	
	


Comment:
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DISCUSSION
In the book Skellig one of the main characters, Mina, is educated at home. How does the book describe her education? Would you like to be educated at home? How does Mina's experience compare to Michael's? How does Mina's work compare to the sort of work you do?
TASK
In groups of three prepare a speech either persuading classmates and teachers that education at school is a good thing or prepare a speech persuading classmates and teachers that education at home is a good thing.

The first thing you will need to do is think about all the reasons for your side of the argument. In your groups brainstorm all the reasons why being educated at home or school is a good thing. Make sure that each person contributes to this discussion. You will also need to think of ways of developing your views. Can you think of examples from your own experience or from your reading that would support these reasons?
You will then have the basic structure for your speech. Compare your reasons and supporting evidence. Can you add any more reasons to your brainstorm?

You are now ready to start writing your speech. Do this by looking at the devices below and by developing the points you have made.

HOMEWORK
Each member of the group will need to do some research. You can find out what parents think about the issue, what other members of the group think about the issue, what teachers and head teachers think about the issue. Someone in your group might like to go on the internet and find out about Education Otherwise a group that promotes education outside the school system. Their address is http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~vanderzwan/ 
DEVICES
There are many devices you can use in order to persuade people to your point of view. Make sure you include the following:

  What qualifies you to talk about such a subject? You have been the victim or the beneficiary of the education system along with your audience. 

  Stress the importance of the subject - education is vital to every individual therefore it is very important for everyone to get the best education possible, everyone needs to be educated, the livelihood of future generations depends on a well educated workforce. 

  Use anecdotal evidence - give examples of positive or negative educational experiences supporting your viewpoint. 

  Anticipate the other side of the argument so you can say why they are poor reasons. 

  Use examples from the book from Mina's and Michael's experiences of education. 

  Use lists to emphasise the good points about your argument. 

  Exaggerate the benefits of your side of the argument. 

REMEMBER
Set your speech out in paragraphs. In each paragraph make a point and develop it.

Try and use as many of the devices suggested as possible, this will help you make your speech more convincing.

Make sure everyone in your group rehearses the speech so you can put lots of expression into what you say. This will make you sound more convincing.

Debate Feedback: Education at home or at school?

Criterion A: Oral Communication - Message and Interaction
Total score: ____/8

	You tried to do this:
	needs a lot of improvement

1- 2
	needs some improvement

3 - 4
	quite good

5 - 6
	very good

7 - 8

	you communicate your ideas clearly
	
	
	
	

	your ideas are relevant
	
	
	
	

	your introduction is interesting
	
	
	
	

	you provide 3 arguments
	
	
	
	

	you give 1 example for each argument
	
	
	
	

	your conclusion summarizes your main points and gives your overall opinion
	
	
	
	

	you are active and respond well to your opponent
	
	
	
	

	you do not interrupt others
	
	
	
	

	you show understanding of the topic
	
	
	
	

	you keep the debate flowing
	
	
	
	


Criterion B: Oral Communication – Style and Language
 use
Total score: ____/8

	You tried to do this:


	needs a lot of improvement

1- 2
	needs some improvement

3 - 4
	quite good

5 - 6
	very good

7 - 8

	your pronunciation/ intonation are clear
	
	
	
	

	your vocabulary is varied
	
	
	
	

	you used idiomatic expressions
	
	
	
	

	you used basic grammar correctly
	
	
	
	

	you used complex grammar correctly
	
	
	
	

	you spoke in a formal manner
	
	
	
	


Comment:
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