Orange 4      Text: Housing in Japan


Housing in Japan

This building is public housing provided by the government of Tokyo.





A house with an old-style thatched roof near Mount Mitake, Tokyo.

Housing in Japan includes modern and traditional styles. Two patterns of residences are importantt in contemporary Japan: the single-family detached house and the multiple-unit building, where people can rent an apartment. 

Interior design

Real estate advertisements give a glimpse into the Japanese home. They typically list the number of bedrooms, and then say whether a home has a living room (L), dining room (D) and kitchen (K). Thus, a 2DK has two bedrooms, a dining room, and a kitchen, while a 3LDK has an additional bedroom as well as a living room. The layout of a typical apartment varies, but, entry is usually into the DK (dining/kitchen), while the other rooms are behind it. In larger houses, one or more rooms may be also be accessed via the hallway before reaching the kitchen area. 
Genkan
One characteristic of a Japanese home is the genkan, or entryway. It includes a small area, at the same level as the outside, where arriving people remove their shoes. As they take off their shoes, people step up onto a raised floor. The rest of the residence is at the raised level of this floor. Next to the lower floor is a shelf or cabinet called a getabako in which people may place their shoes. Slippers for wear in the home are also stored there.

Bedroom




A tatami room with shoji.

Many homes include at least one traditional bedroom, or washitsu. It has shoji rather than draperies covering the window. It might be unfurnished, and function as a family room during the day and a bedroom at night. Many washitsu have sliding glass doors opening onto a deck or balcony.

Other bedrooms, as well as living rooms, dining rooms, and kitchens, are in a Western style. They usually have modern synthetic floor coverings. 

Heating




A modern kerosene space heater.

Space heating, rather than central heating, is the norm in Japanese homes. Kerosene, gas, and electric units are common. Houses are usually sold and rented without heating or cooling equipment. Occupants buy equipment and take it when they move.

Electric carpets have become popular in recent years.

Security

The "interphone," or intercom, is a common sight in Japanese homes. It provides telephone-like connection between the interior and exterior. The doorbell is frequently part of the interphone, and when it rings, the occupant can pick up a handset to talk with the visitor before opening the door. Models with video cameras are available, but a peephole in the door is sufficient for most homes.

In Japan the usual custom is for visitors to wait at the gate of the house before entering, and thus in houses the interphone speaker is placed at the gate of the house rather than directly before the front door. Nowadays there is very often an electrical lock on the gate which can be controlled from inside by the home owner, and camera equipped interphones are also common.

Automobiles

Outside of the downtown areas of large cities, many Japanese people park their cars at or near their homes. Some single-family houses have built-in garages; others have carports or unsheltered spaces on the grounds. Apartment  buildings frequently have parking lots, some occupying (for example) the first floor of the building, others outdoors. Elevator parking allows double use of limited space: one car parks below ground level, with an elevator raising it when needed; the other parks at ground level. 

Living patterns

Many young Japanese adults choose to live with their parents, rather than seeking a separate house. Indications show that about 60% of single Japanese men and 80% of single women between the ages of 20 and 34 live with their parents.

After marriage, the young couple often live in the same house as their parents. A desire for some separation between the generations has led to the phenomenon of nisedaijūtaku (二世代住宅, nisedaijūtaku?), literally "two generation housing", a single house which contains two complete separate living areas, one for the parents and one for the younger generation.

Traditionally, the elderly also continue to live with their children rather than being put into homes for the elderly. The responsibility for the parent usually falls onto the oldest male child or atotsugi (跡継ぎ, atotsugi?). The number of elderly people living at home has led to a great demand for care products for home use, and also the so-called "barrier-free" housing, which contains fewer steps and obstacles for the elderly.

Home ownership

Because of the high cost of housing in major Japanese cities, many families and individuals rent apartments rather than owning their own home. In 2003, less than half of the living units in Tokyo were owned by the resident. On the other hand, people in de country nearly all own their houses.
As houses age, owners replace them. A common pattern is to rebuild on the same site. To do this, the occupants move to a temporary residence. A contractor demolishes the old structure and builds a new one on the grounds. The residents can then return to the location. Not having moved, they enjoy the convenience of keeping the same address, telephone number, and utility accounts, as well as avoid the cost of buying new land. Because of the wooden construction and relatively short lifespan of Japanese houses, this is often considered cheaper than maintaining the old structure.

Home and apartment rental




A two-story Japanese rental apartment building in Karatsu, Saga.

To rent an apartment in Japan, would be tenants (tenant = person who rents a house) visit real estate agents located in every neighborhood and browse through copies of apartments for rent. These usually have the layout of the apartment for rent and the costs to rent this apartment. If a would be tenant is interested in a particular apartment, the agent contacts the landlord to see if the apartment is still available and whether a visit could be arranged. Typically, a renter cannot rent an apartment on her or his own, but is required to have a guarantor who promises to pay the rent if problems arise.

Homelessness

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare reported Osaka in 2003 that Japan had 25,296 homeless people. , Tokyo, and Aichi were the prefectures with the highest homeless populations, while the city of Osaka, the 23 special wards of Tokyo, and the city of Nagoya had 1750 or more (no other city had 850). The ministry found that about 41% lived in urban parks and 23% along river banks; streets and railway stations also had significant numbers. It is possible that these figures underestimate the problem.
Questions to article on "Housing in Japan".  



Versie   A

Lees eerst de hele tekst een keer door. 
Je vindt boven de vragen steeds een verwijzing naar de betreffende kopjes. 


         Beantwoord de volgende vragen met W (aar)  of  N (iet waar).
      
 Housing in Japan

1. In Japan hebben ze geen vrijstaande huizen.

2. Je kunt appartementen huren in Japan.

Interior Design

3. De letters 3LDK staan voor 3 slaapkamers, woonkamer, eetkamer en keuken.

4. In een Japans huis kom je meestal binnen in de woonkamer en vandaar ga je naar de keuken en eetkamer.

5. In grotere huizen vind je meestal een hal.

Genkan

6. De Genkan is een soort halletje waar je je schoenen uitdoet.

7. Je neemt je schoenen mee naar de woonkamer.

Bedroom
8. De meeste Japanse huizen zijn helemaal traditioneel ingericht

9. Soms wordt een slaapkamer overdag als huiskamer gebruikt.

Heating

10. Als je in Japan een huis koopt of huurt heb je er altijd verwarming bij.

11.  Electrische tapijten zijn de laatste tijd erg populair geworden.

Security

12. Je ziet nog erg weinig intercoms in Japan.

13.  Als bezoeker wacht je bij de poort totdat je naar binnen wordt uitgenodigd.

 Automibiles

14. Appartementsgebouwen hebben altijd een parkeerruimte binnen.

15. Soms kun je op 2 verdiepingen parkeren met behulp van een lift.

Living patterns

16.   60% van de mannen en 80% van de alleenstaande vrouwen tussen de 20 en 34  wonen bij hun ouders.

17. ”Two generation housing”  betekent dat ouders kinderen hebben van verschillende leeftijden.

18.  Er moet veel zorg geleverd worden omdat ouders langer thuis blijven wonen bij hun kinderen.

19.  “Barrier-free”betekent dat er geen  poorten bij het huis zijn.

Home ownership

20. In de grote steden zijn er meer mensen die hun huis kopen  dan huren.

21. Als een huis te oud is wordt op dezelfde plaats een nieuw huis gebouwd.

22.  Dit is duurder dan verbouwen.

Home and apartment rental

23. Mensen die geïnteresseerd zijn om een huis te huren gaan naar een makelaar om te kijken wat er vrij is.

24.  De klant neemt daarna zelf contact op met de huiseigenaar om een bezoek te regelen.

25.  Er moet iemand garant staan als je een huis wilt huren. Deze persoon moet beloven de huur te betalen als de  huurder in problemen komt.

Homelessness

26. In Osaka, Tokyo and Aichi zijn veel daklozen.

27. De daklozen slapen alleen in het park en langs de rivier.
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